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The Southampton Union Free School District hereby lends its strong support to the proposed
addition of "telephone broadcast messaging" to the list of services eligible for support under the
schools and libraries ("E-rate") program.

Southampton UFSD has been using Connect-Ed services since the beginning of our 2007-2008
school year. We feel that improving communication between and among educators, students,
and parents plays a vital role in improving educational performance in our schools.

Our district uses Connect-Ed to contact parents regarding absent or truant students, thereby
facilitating increased classroom attendance, to notify and inform parents of testing schedules,
parent/teacher conferences, athletic events/practices, and even to make parents aware of when
a sex offender is residing in the area.

Connect-Ed has proved to be an important emergency response resource in the event of
weather-related events, health or other civil emergencies, or other incidents that require schools
to lock down or transfer students to safe locations.

Telephone broadcast messaging is a prime example of emerging technology and should be
included within the E-rate program's list of eligible services.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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